
ARE WE HEADED FOR CATASTROPHE? 


Charles Richet, French Physiologist and Nobel Prize winner once 
published a tiny book called if L'Hamme Stupide (5 {The Stupidity of 
Man) the caustic title of which might well give us cause for re¬ 
flection, , Those of us to whom it was addressed could still 
find therein reasons for humility and a chance for improvement. 

For the fact is that mankind is brilliant and yet so stupid. 

•Brilliantin being able to produce a number of exceptional 
individuals endowed with the spark of creation and whose genius 
has made possible the astounding progress of today, particularly 
in the field <of science. Stupid, in being incapable of fore¬ 
thought, except where immediate and selfish interests are involved, 
and almost next in avoiding major catastrophes. 

Today, enchained by the swarm of increasing populations, our 
planet is being plundered on an unimaginable scale while mankind, 
races toward a des.tiny which it refuses to invisage. . 

It is not intended here to formulate a ohe-sided or philosophical 
critique of our era or of technical progress, but rather to look 
squarely at the things being done around us,-at the facts and 
figures, on the one hand recalling the chain of causes, and on 
the other their resounding repercussions.-. 

The erosion of the soil has been going on for a long time; and 
yet, relatively speaking, it is a much more serious threat today 
than ever before. The ravages of the goat go back thousands of 
years; yet the tank and the. bulldo-zef cause greater destruction 
and do so with greater swiftness. The clearing of land by fire 
has always been practised in cultivation : yet the introduction 
of European methods of intensive farming has, in some cases been 
even more harmful. Pollution has been a scourge for aeons; yet 
the atomic era- is bringing it to us in another form. The stripp~ 
ing of our planetfe top-soil, the deterioration of our capital of 
renewable resources, the shattering of the delicate balance of 
nature--,aJLl these are brutal events of weighty importance which, 
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since they are all occurring at the same time, are the cause of 
the deepest concern. 

The notion of the protection of nature has now given way to 
that of the conservation of renewable resources. The earlier 
notion contained an emotional, sentimental significance and its 
gO'als were disinterested, purely aesthetic, scientific and moral 
in nature. These are no longer priority considerations, for 
today our overpppulated world is hungry. What is of the ut¬ 
most importance is no longer merely the knowledge and study 
of living species, their surroundings and habitat, or the re¬ 
spect which they should inspire, or the interest they might 
arouse, or even the protection which these species deserve, 
but rather the food supply of our rising generations. 

The statistics stare us in the face: we must produce and 
produce more. Yet the gap between this accelerated production 
and world consumption widens every year. What a terrible 

price we must pay for this economic failure- the price of.the 

destruction of what was once one of life’s most beautiful mirages. 

Are we then headed for catastrophe? 

We have one last chance—if the power of education can 
overcome the power of ignorance. A rational population policy, 
a stop-and-arrest stand against the cancer of erosion, the 
adaptation of cultivation to climate and soil ., the preservation 
of renewable resources—all these depend upon education. " It 
is our eincere hope that this issue ( THE UNESCO (Eourt&r-No j .l'* , 

January 1958) will help. UNESCO to defend the great cause 
of conservation of nature which it has espoused, by Roger Heim 
(President, International Unison for the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources) reprinted from THE UNESCO Courier, 

January 195.8, page three. 

* * * * * * ** ?:< * *. * >i< ******* 

NOTE, They say ’’Individual articles not copyrighted may be 

reprinted providing credit is given to THE UNESCO COURIER’ 1 and 
that voucher copies are sent to the editor 

Mr. Sandy Koffler, 

Uriesco, 19 Avenue Kleher, 

PARIS 16, France. 

■ >;■>!<>;: >:< * * * >!<** ;;<>:< >:< >:< * >;< * * * * 


F. 0, N, CAMP. . 


All winter Ichng have you dreamed of a sandy beach with moon- 
silvered water plashing gently at your feet, and sweet-scented 
pine boughs'soughing overhead? Do you remember the pleasure of 
strolling along sun-strewn woodland trails, where flowers nod at 
the passerby and birds s.ing everywhere? A deer gazes curiously 
at you from a leafy glen, then bounds away in graceful leaps, 
white tail flagging every jump; a red squirrel runs chattering 
up a tree, from some good branch to scold; and a bold yellow and 
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black grosbeak flies in to see what it f s all about.- Every step 
every turn in the path has some new interest, some Surprise.- * 

The world of nature abounds in.things beautiful, surprising, 
exciting. To enter this world is to leave behind you routine, 
humdrum matters: and you never come back quite the same for 
your life is sure to have been enriched, enlivened, filled with 
sights, sounds, and ideas you never thoughtof before. But to 
enter this world you must have your eyes and -your ears opened, 
your whole self awakened,' alerted. Can it be done? It can' 

- ask thosewho know. It? can be done for you. Where? At the 
Summer Nature Camp of the E. 0. N. How? .Under the supervision 
of able leaders, successful guiddsto the world of nature; and 
in f riendly association with pleasant companions eager as you 
to find entrance Into this world. 

BEGINNERS ALL—Let none be afraid to come for fear he knows 
too little. -Are-you interested? COme then, and the gates of 
nature will be opened to you. 

SENIORS TOO—You who have been before need no call to remind 
you of the pleasures and .joys of Summer Nature Camp.. . .You who 
have entered already into the realm of nature know that the 
E. 0. N. Camp makes it possible for you to delve deeper, to 
explore farther than ever before in that fascinating world. 

Eor ’you to come back is to come home. 

THE DATE-Satuday, June 28, to .Saturday, July 12, 1958. • 

DEADLINE for Registration-Saturday, June 7, 1958. 

THE PLACE- The camp will be held at Billie Bear Lodge a 
well-known resort between .Huntsville and Algonquin Park. ’ 
Accommodation is provided in separate cabins, with a few 
rooms in the central lodge. Billie Bear Lodge is a first-class 
resort, so that those, attending the E. 0. N. camp can en.joy a 
hoiiday'under ideal conditions, with our nature training" being 
carried,on in a superb setting. Those who have been there be¬ 
fore know that the surrounding country is unequalled for study¬ 
ing natural history. ■ 

Special arrangements will be made for those who have been. 
to camp before, In a program emphasizing outings rather than 
elementary instruction. Efforts will also be made to give some 
leadership Ih photography. 

During leisure hours th^re are opportunities for swimming, 
boating and :? just loafing 1 -'. Picnics, campfires and illustrated 
talks give additional variety to the program. A reference 
library is furnished for the use of campers. 

Outdoor sports clothing isessential. 

INSTRUCTORS-THE CHIEE Instructor will be Professor T. E. ■ 
McIIwraith, Porfessor of Anthropology, University of Toronto. 

He will be assisted by a competent staff of instructions in. 
the various branches of natural history. 

EEES—$100.00 for two weeks. 

This accommodation is two persons to a room, in either cabins 
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or rooms in the main lodge. Fees include accommodation, meals, 
and tuition. 

Gratuities to the lodge staff are not included, and a special 
■collection will be taken at camp to cover this item. 

A deposit of $10.00 is required with each application, and 
the,balance must be paid by June 13, 1958. The Federation 
reserves the right ; of'refusing any application .should this be 
deemed necessary. . Application with remittance.'(plus exchange) 
should be sent direct to the FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS, 
18? Highbourne Road, Toronto 7, Ontario. Telephone RU.9-4694. 

- •• •* *** S|e9(«* 

your Milton beautification committee’s 

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. _ " 


In this third Annual Report we should look back and see 
that-progress has been made in Hamilton’s Beautification 
Programme* . Previous annual reports-, have dealt with 
boulevards, orphan areas and the effect of various forms 
of-construction work, on the appearance of our streets and 
city properties. The major task facing the Beautification 
Committeewas planning a program of maintaining and planting 
trees and shrubs, throughout the city. The planning and 
development, of the various tree Work has been given more, 
attention-than some other very essential elements in a "City 
Beautification Program. As we enter 1958 we have a tree 
maintenance program.on a scale which will achieve a fiye .. 
year cycle. This program is co-ordianted with the Hamilton, , 
Hydro Electric System and is desighed to preserve existing . 
trees and provide Hydro'with necessary line clearances^ 

The practical effect of this co-ordination is that one 
agency is trimming street trees instead of two and Hamilton 
•Hydro is making ; very substantial contributions toward the 
cost of the Tree Maintence Programme. During 1957, 4,769 
trees were trimmed on this planned program, 1,018 trees 
were removed and 3,833 new trees were planted. -Since the 
start of this programme in the spring of 1955, 10,307 trees 
have been trimmed, 2,583 trees removed and 6,700 new trees 
planted, -The important point here is that the trees that - 
'have'been removed were in poor condition and in most cases 
conflicting with other functions in their enviroment. The 
6,700 new trees have been deliverately selected so that mature 
development will hot cause them to grow out of scale with 
the space where they are planted. This will allow the health 
and natural beauty of these new trees to .be preserved to a. 
greater extent than has been possible in the past. Certain 
new equipment is needed .to Improve efficiency and reduce costs. 
Provision is made for these items in the budget being presented 
with this report. 

Some funds have been available for development of orphan areas 
and boulevard improvements and enough has been done to show that 
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a high degree of co-operation in boulevard improvement can be 
received from abutting property owners in all categories if 
the City Corporation can co-operate in this work where help 
is needed. We have many disgraceful boulevards that can 
be improved, in a stepped up boulevard improvement program. 
Salvage of .topsoil has been an important factor.in the 
boulevard improvements that have been carried out and also 
in the beautification of orphan aread. 

Some experimental work in using trees and shrubs as ground 
covers to stabilize slopes on some of our roadsides has been 
started; this work should be continued and accelerated so -that 
the natural beauty of these roadsides can be restored. This 
Beautification work has a very marked effect on the appearance 
of the roacsldes, boulevards and streets and encourages the 
owners of private property to do comparable work. We must, 
accept collective resonsibility for establishing and'main¬ 
taining a reasonable standard in publicly owned areas if we 
are to develop a sense of civic pride among the citizens of; 
Hamilton. 1 . 

These cost figures on our tree maintenance program show 
that this sort of work can be done economically when a 
definite program is set up and fulfilled. 


TRIMMING 


REMOVAL 


PLANTING . 


1957 4,7'69 trees @6.70 
1956 3,Q00 -trees @ 6.30 
1955 2,538 trees @ 8.00 


1,018 trust*® $42.00 
1,100 trees © 36.00 
465 trees © 41.00 


3833 trees @ 7.65 
2400 trees @ 9..00 
466 trees @10.00 


These figures compare very favorably with any municipal costs 
for tree work which we have been able to obtain. 


**>!<** 


Gordon A. McNair, 
CITY ARBORIST. 


FUTURE EVENOS 


Tuesday, April 1st., our regular mooting in tho Main Library 
Main St., West. 

A fine illustrated lecture has been arranged for you. 

Mr. C. R. Tilts a very fine speaker from the Department of 
Lands and Forests will show slides and talk on our Provincial 
Parks. 

Come out and you will be pleasantly surprised to f ihd the 
vast areas in Ontario set aside for the public to enjoy. Many 
of these parks are in very reasonable driving distances. 
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HAMILTON NATURE CLUB. 
1958 BUDGET. 


"The Woo'd Duck" $275.0t> 

Stationery ' L . 25.00 

Stamps 35.00 

Printing Programmes 358'.00 

Member ship *■' 12.00 

Hall Rental. • 54.00 

Payment;ol Speakers .• 50.00 - • 

Education & Conservation Committees 15.00 : 

Affiliation Fees . •' . : ' 

Federation of. Ontario Naturalists , . 25.00 

Wentworth Conservation Association : 5.00 

Ottawa- Field Naturalists . ■ 3i,00 

Ontario Field Biologists l.OOt 

Royal Botanical Cardens . . 5..Q0 

International Cbriinitt.ee. of Bird Preservation- 5,00 - 

Junior Naturalist' Club " 25.00 ' 

Bank Service Charges ' lo.OO 

Telephone calls 5.00 

Main Post.Office Box . 6.00 

Dupl-icatoh-'S: Typewriter Maintenance 15yOo 


TOTAL ‘ $629.00' 

Membership 1957-1958 . 

Active Renewal * : 120. 

Active New 28,' 

Corresponding 1 Renewal 32 

Corresponding New ■ 3.. 

Contributing Renewal 9 

Contributing New . 3 :. I 

Junior Renewal 25 

Junior New 28 

.New Life members 2 

Previous Life members -16 

Honorary members 9 

Guest members or complimentory copies of the 
'"Wood Duck" 10 

Libraries 16 

Exchanges for "The Wood Duck" 10 

TO- ALL MEMBERS 


The above is a list of the number of members along with 
an approximate minimum budget for 1958. This budget doos not 
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include any projects in-which- the Glut- is interested. 

Since/ money derived from life members and contributing 
members, goes straight into the endowment fund it can easily 
be seen that revenue from memberships was $357*50 for this year. 

*Bhe-.Directors feel that the following should be added to the 
1958 'budget. 


Membership Campaign $100.00’ 
Scholarship to the F.0.N, 100.00 
’Save the Bluebirds 100,00 
Screen for the Projector 78.60 
■Box for Colour Slides 10 ,50 


Total $389.10 


As has been mentioned before the returns from the Audubon 
Screen Tours has year by year, grown lean*A.JLas.t. year the Nature 
Club realized less than $15.00 for each tour. This year we 
have no indication of how much we will gain or lose. At the 
present rate it is possible that the club may have to subsidize 
this venture. . '■ 

The Directors would like to ask the members whether they think 
their fees should cover the minimum running.expenses of the Club? 
Club Members whould realize that it takes hundreds of hours per 
month to cover club business. Some" “of 'this woPk iricludee member¬ 
ship, Junior Naturalist'Club, editing, typing, printing -preparing 
"The '-Wood. Duck", addressing envelopes planning activities and the 
time and expense of transportation in club business. All this 
work is done voluntarily. 

There are the people who are anxious that the club stop wast¬ 
ing time and get on with the job of preserving our birds, trees, 
wildflowers etc.. Just think of how daily our streams, bays, 
lakes, and rivers are becoming polluted, how ravines are being 
filled as garbage dumps, how real estate is gobbling up our 
beauty spots, how our birds of prey are being destroyed by un- . 
informed people, how meadow mice and vole's are causing thousands 
of dollars damage to agricultural crops because their predators 
have been reduced; 

If ten cents a week too much for those who are interested in 
learning more and to work for the preservation of our wild life 
heritage.. 

During the last twenty years we doubt that the Club has spent 
very much on wild life conservation. All our money has been 
spent on the members benefit on education. Some people think 
that education' is- the cure all but after a few years when we 
have more people educated we will have no wild life left. 

'WJJLd life education is like "I’ll hold the light, someone else 
chop the wood 5 .’ 


The Directors. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
at the Hamilton Public Library 
by Annie I. Hunt. 


Books on birds are to the foro this month. m 

The Bird B iographies of John James Audubon , selected .and e&irted 
by Alice Ford, is a popular, scientific and literary work for 
nature lovers. It is a Weli-choson collection of eighty enchant¬ 
ing observations of native American-bird life including waterfowl, 
game birds, songbirds and’predators, by the great pioneer nature 
painter. Twelve of his previously unpublished drawings in colour 
illustrate this superb volume by an authority on Audubon. 


Travellers who are bird students, casual or serious, who have 
used the two field guides to the land and water birds of Eastern 
half of North America, by R. H.* Pough will welcome his new one 
called Audubon Wustern Bird Guide which contains the land, water 
and game ; birds of Western North America,, including . Alaska, from 
Mexico to Bering Strait and the Arctic Ocean. The color 
illustrations are by Don Eckelberry end the line drawings by T. M. 
Shortt. This reliable reference work in ornithology is sponsored 
by the National Audubon Society. 

Hi Sibley offers excellent, practical building plans and dia¬ 
grams in his book, 72 new bird houses, feeders you can make .. 

In On The Trail of-Vanishing Birds , by R. P. Alien, Research 
director, National Audubon Society, tells of the whooping crane, 
the roseate spoonbill and the flamingo. It is a personal 
account of his adventures as an active field ornithologist carry¬ 
ing .out the work of the society in studying the lives and needs of 
North American birds which are threatened with extinction in .an 
effort towards their preservation. 

An unusual gardening book which takes the reader on.an ex¬ 
ploration of the hidden world of romance and adventure in a garden 
is THE WORLD IN YOUR GARDEN, a publication of the National 
Georgraphic Society. ' It reveals the exotic origins of many garden 
plants. It begins with an interesting foreward, entitled, . 

The Romance of Plant Discovery, by M. B. Grosvenor, the president 
and editor of the National Geographic Society. It contains 
eighty coloured paintings by Mrs. Else Bostlemann of familiar. 
American flowers, vegetables and fruits with backgrounds showing 
their distant homelands. The text accompanying the flower Plates 
has been contributed by the plant explorer W. H. Camp, the head 
of the Department of Botany, University of Connecticut. Tae 
lively text about the vegetables was written by horticulturist 
V. R. Boswell, head of Vegetable Crops Research, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. The fruits are discussed by horticulturist 
I. R. Magness, head, Fruit and Nuts Crops Research, U. S. . 

Department of Agriculture. This is .a very special.book contain¬ 
ing a wealth of plant lore to be dipped into by gardeners, 
naturalists and travellers. 



FIELD EVENT. 


Saturday May 24th. is tho Bus Hike to Lake Erie . 

The Bus stops several times for our enjoyment, Between 
Port Dover, Turkey Point and 3t. Williams. 

This district has a heavy concentration of migratirg and 
resident birds. For those of you'who have never been, by. all 
means don’t miss this enjoyable trip. 

. The beautiful month of May goes all too soon. Flower 
lovers will bo delighted with the huge variegated carpets of 
Ground Flox, the beautiful Bird’s Foot Violet grows at Turkey 
Point, probably the bnly place in Eastern Canada, Come along 
bring lunch and supper. 

Bus leaves Terminal at 7#45 A. M., Fare $3.00. 

****** ****** 

THE SPAWNING HABITS OF THE SMALL-MOUTH BLACK BaSS . 
by G, McBride . 

Tho male bass selects the site of the nest, and helps to pre¬ 
pare it for the placing of the eggs. The nest is made in coarse 
sand, gravel, rubble or rock bottoms. The nest is so placed so 
that it is protected from currents or wave action in a depth of 
water from 3 to 6 feet. The male sweeps the pebbles in the nest 
clean of silt and soil by taking a position in the water, head 
stream up, and sweeping the pebbles with its tail. The nose and 
mouth are used to dislodge unsuitable materials. The nest 4s usually 
circular and of a diameter about twice the length of the male. 

The stones are polished clean and the eggs adhere to these stones. 
Spawning takes place soon after the nest is ready if the water 
temperature is 50 to 65° F. As spawning time approaches, a 
female comes out of deep water and approaches the male. He 
guides her to the nest. After the female has deposited her eggs, 
the, male stays and attends the nests, drives off any intruders, 
and keeps the eggs, clean and aerated by a gentle fanning of the 
water above tho eggs. The eggs hatch in from two to three days. 
Temperatures varying from 50°F to 75°5' do not affect the eggs 
adversely. At 75°F, the incubation time is about two days, and 
at 55°F it is ten days approximately. The final stage is for the 
young to drop down among the rocks aft©r hatching, and emerge about 
twelve days later. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 23 , 1958 - 111 

Great Blue Heron (l)Mar.l 6 P Dundas Marsh Dr. R. MacLaren, G. W. North 
Whistling Swan . (3)Mar.23 A " " " " " 11 

Canada Goose ( 6 )Mar. 8 A. Port Credit fide Dr. D. R. Gunn 

(flock War „18 Gladstone Ave. J. E. Harper 
Pintail, , (2)Feb.23 A Burlington MacLaren, North, D„ Campbell 

American Widgeon ' (l)Mar.lO P Port Credit Don Perks 

Ring-necked Duck (l)Mar,15 A Catholic Cem. MacLaren, North 

Lesser Scaup (4)Mar.l5 P Burlington " " 

Barrow's Goldeneye (,l)Mar. 8 'L Oakville H„ D„ Mitchell, G. W. North 

Harlequin Duck (l)Mar,12 L Bronte Alex Gringan, D„ Gillespie 

King Eider •(l)Peb. 2 L Oakville Huber Moore, G. North 

Ruddy Duck (3)lAar.23 F Bay & Marsh R. Anderson, MacLaren, Nortli 

Hooded Merganser (2)Mar.l6 P Dundas Marsh R„ MacLaren, G. North 

Goshawk « (l)-Mar.20 A Mountainside* Harold' MacPherson 

Red-shouldered Hawk (l)Mar.l7 F West Hamilton Les A. Gray 

Bald Eagle (2)Mar.l4 P Stoney Creek H. MacPherson 

Killdeer^ (l)Feb.l5 L Burlington Danny Strickland 

' '.(2)Kar . "8 F'Brorite “ R. 'AndrTe', G. Forth " 

Mourning Dove (l)Mar.22 P MeMaster Univ. John Olmsted 

Snowy Owl (l)Peb.l 6 L Strathearri'e' D. Strickland 

Barred Owl (l)Mar.23 A Bronte Anderson, MacLaren North 

Boreal Owl f 1 )Mar. 2 L Bronte Hugo Maliepaard, North et al. 

Saw-whet Owl. (4)Mar.l5 Bronte R. Curry, J. Olmsted et al. 

Carolina Wren (3)Jan. Grimsby Mrs. Chas. Nichols' 

(l)Mar.l5 La Salle Park W. I. Campbell, J. A. N. Dov/all 
Robin (l5)Kar. 5 P Gage Park H. MacPherson 

Cedar Wax\¥ing ( 8 War. 15 Bronte D. Strickland 

Blyrlle Warbler (l)Mar, 9 Dundas feeder Mabel Watson 

Yellowthroat' f2)Feb. 9 L Bronte Dr. D. R, Gunn et al. 

Redwinged Blackbird fl Mar.10 P Aldershot John Miles 

Common Grackle f2)Peb.25 P West Hamilton J. A. N. Dowall 

Western Tanager (l)Peb.l3 L Tintern Mrs. Herb,. O'Reilly 

Evening Grofebeak . f20)Peb. 9 Ancaster Mrs. R. S„ Webb-Smith 

(20)Peb.23 Eottrill St. L. A. Gray 
(30)Mar. 9 Cline Ave. S. Dr. D. ¥., Davies 
(50 Mar.15 Oak'Knoll Dr. Dr. Geo. 0. McMillan 
(30)Mar.l6 Hendry Park E. W. Bastin et al. 

Pine Grosbeak fl2)Peb.l6 Ancaster MacPherson, MacLaren,.North 

( 5 Mar., 13 L Westdale Park H. MacPherson • 

Greater Ho'aryRedpol 1 (1 )Mar.23 A Aldershot Anderson, MacLaren, North 

Hoary Redpoll (l)Mar .,23 Aldershot 11 " " " 

Greater Redpoll (l)Mar.23 A Aldershot " " " " 

White-wing.Crossbill(3)Mar-, 9 L Sulphur Sprgs. G. McBride, R MacLaren, Miles, North 
Snow Bunting (l)Peb.23 L Hannon Junior Club Hike 

A - First report of the year 
P - First report of the season 
L - Last report of the season 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 

Hamilton, Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month. 
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Victoria Day, Nature Week-end Camp, Friday Evening, May 16 to 
Monday, May 19. 

Outstanding leaders, in birds, wildflowers, mammals, troes, 
reptiles, amphibians, insects, and conservation. Evening pro¬ 
grammes will include sing-songs, talks,on nature, camp fires 
and astronomy. Campers will live in cabins-. Total cost is 
$10.00 and includes food, lodging and instruction. Bring your 
own bedding. Please send registration forms as soon as you oan 
to Miss. Betty Dirkin, Registrar, Hamilton Nature Club, Main Post 
Office, Box 3^4, Hamilton. The Camp will hold only a limited 

number. Already one third of the quota have registered. An in¬ 
dication of the interest is that people have registered from as 
far east as Peterborough and as far 1/Vest as London. 

Don't miss this opportunity to become more familiar with 
the world of nature. 


********* ********* 


Check-lists of the birds of the Hamilton district may 
be obtained^ at any Club activities, meetings, field events or 
Audubon Screen Tours, or may be had from the Secretary, Mr.’John 
Cummings*, Hamilton Nature Club, Main Post Office, Box 384, 
Hamilton, Ontario,, Cost-ten cents each or 30 for $1,00, 
Please include• postage. 
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FROM "Y" TO «Y». 




For m an y years the Junior Nature Club has had a kindly 
benefactor in the Y. M. C. A. at Jac-s and Jackson Streets, 

As well as providing a room for our meetings two Saturday 
evenings a month, they have been most generous in loaning us 
projection and phonograjjh equipment. • Especially we wish to 
thank Mr. Don Marks and Mr. Stan Sneyd. Me, in turn, have 
welcomed any members of the Boy’s Department of the st Y w who 
wished to attend our mootings or join our club. The renovation 
and expansion of the Y.W.C.A. building now underway moans that 
we have had to seek shelter elsewhere. Therefore, I asked the 
Y, W : . 0. A., whether we. might meet there for a time, to which 
they graciously consented. We hope to moot for the rest of this 
year and possibly next year in Clubroom “A"'of the Y. W. 0, A* 
on Main Street just West of James : St.. 

SRRING- A TBS OF STIR RING. 

Hidden in crevices of bark on the ground or in the grass, 
or in (Underground cavities are awakening many animals that were 
resting during the winter often under a blanket of snow. Just 
as the warmth of the spring sun stirs the plants to burst their 
•buds, so does it call forth the myriads of hibernatars and in¬ 
cluding certain adult butterflies and many other adult insects; 
snails sealed in their shell with a mucous coverjfrogs, toadd 
and salamenders; bats in caves; woodchucks, chipmunks and jump¬ 
ing mice hibernating below ground. 

Some animals have been growing all winter; butterflies, 
and giant silk moths and other insects leave their cocoons or 
chrysalids, larval salamanders and aquatic insects, sudras, 
dragonflies, mayflies, and even mosquitoes and black flies, 
rapidly complete their life cycle when waters warm in the Spring. 

Migrators return some early, some late depending partly 
on where they spent the winter, central United States or South 
Americas These include, as well as the colourful and melodious 
birds, certain non-hibernating bats and few insects, including 
butterflies. Some birds that spent the winter here are now 
migrating farther north for breeding. 
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Thus Spring is a kaleidoscope of change. Spring flowers 
bursting into bloom, some birds arriving and others departing. 
Other animals are awakening from their winter sleep, growing 
and also arriving from the south. Male birds display their 
mating plumage and their irresistable songs. Some frogs, toads 
and insects run them a close second in song. Yes! Spring is a 
time of stirring, a time of music and colour. 

I hope that we all take time to observe the unfolding of 
Spring. It should increase our oneness with nature and as 
Dr. Schweitzer calls it, our reverence for life. 


WHO? DOR THE NEW EXECUTIVE. 

Junior members should begin considering whom they would 
like to see running the Club next year. Elections will be 
held in one of our May meetings for- President through to 
Representatives for those under 14 years. Think of your 
nominations now. 


FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS. 


EASTER HOLIDAYS. 

For hikes call Rober Curry (LI 3-5557) or John Miles 
(JA 2-6160). No evening meeting on Saturday, April 5. 

MEETINGS - Now in Y. W. C. A. (Main near James), Clubroom "A”. 

Saturday April 12, 1958- 7.30 p.m . 

This will be an informal meeting. There will be 
lots of new spring records to report. We might have a kodachrome 
quiz. 

Saturday, April 19. 1958- 7.30 p, m . YWCA, Room "A' ? . 

Mr. Eric Bastin will give us one of his beautifully 
illustrated talks entitled " An Island Story "- a story of nesting 
birds on Monheegan Island off the coast of Maine, (Don’t miss the 
morning hike on this same day’. 

HIKE. SAturday, April 19. 1958- 9 A M to noon. 

Mr. Less Gray (JA 9-4282) will lead a motor hike 
along the North shore of the Bay and Marsh to Sulphur Springs 
for Spring migrant birds. Those that can bring a car, please 
do! Wear waterproof footwear . 




